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Bush aides were far more direct in 
background discussions with report- 
ers. One senior official said the in- 
dictment and release of notes “was an 
incredibly low blow by a mean, po- 
htical hack. . . This was the lowest of 
' the low. It amounts to a dirty trick." 

. Another aide predicted late Friday 
that: This could change the dyna mic 
m Play, it could stall us out if he 
spends the next two days being asked 
: about this.” 

Bush was asked repeatedly in news 
interviews on Friday night, Saturday 
and Sunday about, the Weinberger 
issue, and it was the lead report on all 
uie network news programs Friday. ' 
Testerday, Bush aides worried 
aloud that the report had shifted 
back tbe momentum to Clinton 
Most public polls showed a shift 


toward Clinton before the report- 
broke, but Bush aides said that on 
Friday, their internal tracking had 
put them almost even with Clinton 
and that by Saturday, Clinton had 
picked up steam again. 

"We really were moving until this 
happened." said one official, sug- 
gesting that the first thing the pres- 
ident should do after the election is 
lire Walsh and pardon everyone" 
connected with the latest Walsh ' 
efforts, particularly Weinberger. 

Sunday on CNN, Bush refused to 
say what he would do about Walsh 
after the election but he described 
the six-year investigation as "a big 
witch hunt out there when you see 
a decent man like Cap Weinberger 
going through all kinds of hell.” 

The new Weinberger indictment, 



which charges the former defense 
secretary with making false state- 
ments about -the existence of his 
notes, replaced one that had been 
dismissed by U.S. District Judge 
Thomas F. Hogan here in Septem- 
ber. The old charge of obstructing 
Congress by hiding the notes, had 
been criticized for being too wordy by 
Weinberger’s chief defense counsel 
Roberts. Bennett. 

The old indictment did not contain 
the text of Weinberger's notes, but 
described in narrative form 15 meet- 
ings that prosecutors said they cov,. 
ered. The new indictment was 
drafted by the same lawyers who did 
the old one except for San Francisco 
lawyer James J. Brosnahan, who took 
charge of the Weinberger case Oct. 
22 . -** Ji ■ . 


